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What is the issue?

 Controllers at any given airport routinely clear departures 
to an initial altitude, and tell them to contact departure 
control for further instructions. 
 Typically, the departure controller clears the aircraft to a 

higher altitude within his/her airspace as permitted by 
traffic and other local issues.
 Naples tower controllers routinely issue instrument 

departures an initial climb clearance to 2,000’ MSL.
 With a message to “…expect further clearance to [requested] 

altitude at takeoff plus X [typically 10] minutes.”  

 As a result, aircraft may climb slower and stop climbing 
while over local residences.

Do we have evidence of the effect?



3

Yes. Radar data show aircraft climb slower than expected.
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Why is the FAA applying the “hold”?

 The primary reason is to…
Provide initial vertical IFR separation 
from other air traffic at 3,000 MSL 
being managed by local departure 
control (FAA’s TRACON at RSW), 
until the aircraft can safely climb to a 
higher altitude.  
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What other traffic? 

 Major conflicts include:
 Aircraft on the right-hand 

downwind approach leg for landing 
on Runway 6 at RSW (that leg is 
between APF and RSW)
 Arrivals from the Key West area
 Aircraft arriving and transitioning 

from the north
 Traffic into and out of Marco Island 

Airport
 Other factors
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How long does the hold apply?

 The time can vary due to a number of factors:
 The aircrew may briefly defer contacting departure control until completing 

the transition from initial takeoff to climb configuration.
 The controller’s response may be delayed by the need to work with other 

aircraft or air traffic control personnel.
 The distance from the RSW radar to APF may add delay, since the 

departure controller must “see” the aircraft on the radar prior to providing 
further climb clearance.

 Despite these constraints, the time before an aircrew receives further 
climb clearance can be very brief.  
 At APF contact often is made before the aircraft reaches the runway end, at 

an altitude of around 500 MSL.
 At other times controller and pilot workload may delay clearance until the 

aircraft is two to three miles from the airport.  
 Usually, the restriction is lifted prior to reaching 2,000 MSL.

 However, the close proximity of APF to the community means 
any hold instruction can have an effect.


